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TEACH GRAMMAR AS CONCEPTS IN MEANINGFUL CONTEXTS
IN LANGUAGE LEARNING

WHAT?

Grammar should be addressed within meaningful communicative contexts as one element of language
proficiency.  Instead of focusing on grammar rules and diagramming sentences, teachers should guide
students towards an understanding of how grammar functions. Students learn how to use the form rather
than memorized conjugations that may not be applicable across contexts.   

WHY?

Grammar is an important element of communication, but research shows that explicit teaching of grammar
has little effect on people’s language acquisition, comprehension, or writing abilities. Traditional approaches
to grammar instruction that emphasize direct grammar instruction often encourage memorized, rehearsed
use of language.  Additionally, many methods do not require students to understand meaning in an authentic
context, i.e., how grammar is actually used in communication.  Thinking of grammar in terms of concepts,
that is, what is the purpose of using a specific form, what is the meaning expressed through that form, will
broaden learners’ understanding and use of the target language.

Research on human memory tells us that language acquisition is dependent upon two kinds of long-term
memory: procedural and declarative. Procedural memory shows what a learner acquires naturally with
automatic processing, through repetition and practice, as evidenced by the learning of one’s native language.
Declarative memory is recollection of facts and information that a learner has acquired and stored explicitly.
In order to be most effective, it is important that language development is stored in both memory systems;
learners should be expected to learn grammar implicitly through target language use and explicitly through
the discovery of grammatical rules through use in meaningful examples.

HOW?

Instruction should be in the target language using lessons that have functional goals and objectives.  

During these task-based lessons, when there is a need to address a gap in knowledge in order for communication to occur,
learners should explicitly explore grammatical forms guided by their teacher.

By searching for the correct form in an effort to speak, listen, read, or write effectively, a learner has a spontaneous need for a
grammatical structure and is highly motivated to use the grammar in context immediately.

This exploration, discovery, and use of grammatical concepts leads to greater understanding of the function
of language and therefore leads to increased communication.

FIND OUT MORE:
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